THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
restraint of Italy; that 'in the present crisis there Is
no danger to the security of even a British possession';
that to support the Covenant would mean moral and
material suicide.
The Daily Express was naturally 'doing its stuff
editorially:
'Britain has no part in the quarrel and should under-
take none. Least of all should she embark on any
action which would endanger the present friendly
relations which exist between Rome and London. . . .
'The black Emperor charges Mussolini with the
armed occupation of Abyssinian territory, and with
deliberately preventing impartial arbitration of the
dispute. He demands that the League enforce the
Covenant.
'If that is done, depend upon it, the Italians will
leave the League/
Selections taken during the course of a year from
the editorial columns of the Daily Mail give us the
following:
'Notwithstanding the foolish talk of a few British pacifists, sym-
pathy here is overwhelmingly with Italy It would be wholly un-
justifiable for us, with our vast Empire, to place barriers in the
way of her expansion. With her fast-growing population she needs
outlets. A dog-in-the-manger attitude on our part would be
deplorable, seeing that Italy was a much-valued ally in the War and
that she has rendered since, and is still rendering, great services to
civilisation,'
June 7, 19^5.
Great Britain has everything to gain from the establishment of
order and security in Ethiopia in place of the present chaotic con-
July 75, 1935.
The British public take no interest whatever in the slave-owning
Abyssinian Empire. And in this war, which now seems inevitable,
their sympathy is wholly with the cause of the white races, which
Italy is so firmly upholding.
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